IMnited States Scenate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

VIA ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION

October 24, 2023
The Honorable Alejandro Mayorkas The Honorable Anne Milgram
Secretary DEA Administrator
Department of Homeland Security U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration
1180 2™ Street, SW 8701 Morrissette Drive
Washington, DC 20024 v Springfield, VA 22152

Dear Secretary Mayorkas and Administrator Milgram:

We write to express our grave concern about the flow of fentanyl into our country and
communities all across our State of North Carolina. In the past nine years, over 13,000 North
Carolinians have died from fentanyl overdoses.! The overdoses are being driven by various
factors including the open border, drug cartels using social media apps to sell drugs, and the
Chinese Communist Party’s failure to stop fentanyl precursors from being shipped to drug
cartels.

On August 31, 2023, Axios Raleigh, reported that Raleigh Police Department (RPD)
alone has seized over 17 kilograms of fentanyl in 2023. The amount seized by the RPD is enough
to kill 8.5 million people, which is 85% of North Carolina’s population.” Rural areas in North
Carolina have not been immune to the fentanyl crisis. In July 2023, the Gaston County Police
seized 10,000 fentanyl with a street value of $330,000 which weighed approximately 1
kilogram.? Broken border policies are driving cartels to engulf our country with drugs. During
fiscal year 2023 (FY23), over 25,000 pounds of fentanyl were seized at the southern border
alone.* This number does not include the fentanyl evaded detection and made it into
communities across North Carolina and the nation.
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While the fentanyl threat continues, North Carolina is also seeing the veterinary sedative
Xylazine, better known by the street name “Tranq”, also impact our state.’ This sedative has
‘been found to be mixed with fentanyl or common opioids, which is leading to overdoses and, in
some cases, the repetitive use of Xylazine is causing skin ulcers.® In North Carolina, the UNC
Street Drug Lab in Chapel Hill and Keystone Laboratories in Asheville are leading the effort in
toxicology testing.” According to the UNC Street Drug Lab, Tranq has been detected in over 20
North Carolina counties. &

Our nation is being poisoned by fentanyl and other deadly narcotics that are pouring in
from our open border. Families from all demographics are being impacted and losing loved ones
daily. As of April, 2023, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention reported that the United
States had over 106,000 overdose deaths, which included fentanyl-related deaths during a 12-
month period.® We urge the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and Drug Enforcement
Agency (DEA) to use all the tools at your disposal to dismantle the drug cartels and halt the
incursion of drugs flowing into our country.

» To help us better understand the efforts by DEA and DHS to stop the fentanyl crisis, we
respectfully ask you to please provide answers to the following questions no later than November
24,2023:

1. How are DHS and DEA working with our local and State law enforcement to track and
dismantle drug networks? What federal resources are needed to address the fentanyl crisis
in North Carolina?

2. What steps has DHS and DEA taken to counter social media recruitment by drug cartels?

3. Have DHS and DEA worked with social media platforms to stop the sale of fentanyl and
illicit narcotics?.

4. What strategic plan does DHS have in place to stop drug cartels from smuggling drugs
across the southern border? What strategic plan does DEA have in place to address the
drugs flowing into the U.S. interior?

5. What public outreach has been done to warn Americans about new emerging drug threats
like Xylazine (Tranq)?
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6. How are DHS and DEA recording the seizures when it pertains to Tranq? Are they being
tallied as fentanyl, opioid, or marked as a sperate substance?

7. Have DHS and DEA identified who is supplying drug cartels with the xylazine? If so,
what actions have been taken?

8. What action have DHS and DEA taken to halt China’s fentanyl precursor chemicals from
being shipped to drug cartels like the Jalisco New Generation and Sinaloa Cartels?

9. What are the latest efforts that DEA and DHS have taken to dismantle the Jalisco New
Generation and Sinaloa Cartel?

Thank you for your prompt attention to this serious matter. We look forward to your response.

Sincerely,
[4 ! g ) WZ
Thom Tillis Ted Budd

United States Senator United States Senator




